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THE LANDIS SEWERAGE AUTHORITY
REGULAR MEETING

January 7, 2019
Pledge of Allegiance.  

The regular meeting of the Landis Sewerage Authority was called to order by Chairman Villar at 6:00 p.m. The following members were present at roll call:  Barse, Merighi, Errickson, Reuben and Villar were present.
The proper notice was given to all members in accordance with the by-laws.

Chairman Villar stated that public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Act, has been given in the following manner:

1. Posting written notice in the lobby entrance of the Authority.

2. Hand delivering notices to the offices of the Daily Journal and The Press.

3. Filing written notices in the offices of the Authority and City Clerk.

Also present:
Dennis W. Palmer

Executive Director/Chief Engineer



Anthony Tobolski

Field Engineer


A. Steven Fabietti

Solicitor



Carol A. Ricci


Executive Assistant
It was moved by Errickson and seconded by Barse that the reading of the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 17, 2018 be dispensed with and the same be approved in the form submitted to all members by mail. Roll call:  Barse, Merighi, Errickson, Reuben and Villar voted “yes”.
The Chairman asked if there were any general public comments or comments on the proposed Resolutions. There were none.

Resolutions:

It was moved by Errickson and seconded by Barse that Resolution No. 2019 - 1, “Be it resolved by the Landis Sewerage Authority, that the following bills of items or demands are hereby approved and authorized for payment out of the Revenue Fund Revolving Payroll Account…$95,746.99”, be adopted. Roll call:  Barse, Merighi, Errickson, Reuben and Villar voted “yes”.

It was moved by Errickson and seconded by Barse that Resolution No. 2019 - 2, “Be it resolved by the Landis Sewerage Authority, that the following bills of items or demands are hereby approved and authorized for payment out of the Revenue Fund Bills…$386,502.29”, be adopted. Roll call:  Barse, Merighi, Errickson, Reuben and Villar voted “yes”.
It was moved by Errickson and seconded by Barse that Resolution No. 2019 - 3 “A Resolution of the Landis Sewerage Authority authorizing a contract for an Employee Assistant/Alcoholism Program with the Southwest Council, Inc….” be adopted. Roll call:  Barse, Merighi, Errickson, Reuben and Villar voted “yes”.
It was moved by Errickson and seconded by Barse that Resolution No. 2019 – 4, “A Resolution of the Landis Sewerage Authority authorizing a contract with Inspira Occupational health Services to provide annual DOT and required physicals…” be adopted.  Roll call:  Barse, Merighi, Errickson, Reuben and Villar voted “yes”.

Reports:

Executive Director

Dennis Palmer reported that the last two items are actually personnel and human resources related because we have CDL drivers. We have to provide the employee advisory service as well as the DOT physicals. The service is also for employees that are having credit card problems and other issues such as anger management. It’s available and we have to have it because of the CDL licenses.
You were sent by email the receiving station had a bonus month and the day after Christmas they were lined up like a parade. We had a progress meeting for the plant on January 3rd. Several large pieces of equipment have been delivered. The four Archimedes screws have been delivered and they are about 60 feet long and 60 inches in diameter. The new stainless-steel screens have been delivered as well. They are finishing up in one equalization tank and they will move inside of the lime building. We are switching to liquid magnesium and the chemical storage tanks are here and we’ll talk about that in a minute.
On Thursday, we are dropping off to DEP a permit application for Contract No. 6. The bid opening for Contracts 3A and 3B will be on January 17th. Next week our employees will be training for CPR/AED.

Field Engineer

Anthony Tobolski reported that Crown Pipe is near completion of the Ramada Inn Pump Station Project. They plan on having the new pumps installed by the end of this week and will be installing the two air relief pits on Mill Road next week.
Anthony also stated that Perna Finnagin will be installing curb clean outs for any businesses that don’t have them in the Industrial Park. Mobile dredging will start lining the gravity sewer mains at the end of the month and then line all of the laterals from the cleanouts to the mains.

Joe Reuben asked about what happened at Oak Road and the Boulevard with the transite pipe. Dennis stated that it appeared to be a leak but nothing happened over the weekend and today we couldn’t find it. Anthony Tobolski stated that he was out there with Garrison this morning and today there is nothing and they were out there Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Joe asked if it had something to do with underground water? Dennis stated that it’s a patch and we don’t know what the patch is for and we don’t know what the elevation is like. Anthony stated that they tested the water and they said it was ours. Dennis stated that it is bizarre since it has been a record setting year for rainfall, but with a pumping station they’re turning pumps on and it’s pressurized. If there’s a leak it should still be there and not disappear. We’ll keep an eye on it until something is more apparent. The leak in front of Aunt Kitty’s was tremendous because the gas company had drilled the road and all of a sudden, the water was coming out of the road and that was pretty clear and easy to find. My first phone call this morning was to ask what’s going on and we couldn’t find it. That will be on a list since it’s a force main as have some money from the bond to replace it with plastic and directional drilling. From Little Robin we had two breaks last year and that’s a short one, just a couple of thousand feet. Oak Road goes back to when the original station was built at best in the 50’s and no later than the early 60’s. New Pear, Oak Road and Sears, those lines are pushing over 60 years. There’s a list of free that I would like to pursue in the future with funding. 
The legislature has passed a new law that DEP is implementing on the water side that deals with asset management and asset management plans and also more advanced security when it comes to your computers and cyber security. On the water side it’s a little easier to identify but plan to replace your pipes on a schedule of about 100 to 120 years. There’s a bill moving its way that hasn’t got a sponsor but has some wording for something similar on the sewer side. It’s making sure your lines are being cleaned and evaluate your system. We’ve kind of done a lot of that with the engineering for the upgrades.
Solicitor:   
Steve Fabietti reported that last week he received word from the attorney for Rich Products which owns Casa Di Bertacchi and that we have an understanding as to the amount they are going to pay as a contribution to pipe damage in front of their facility subject to working out certain details of the agreement. The number itself we have agreed upon. Hopefully we will have that by the next meeting.

Also, I’ve been working with the attorney for the developer of the cold storage facility on Garden Road to get an appropriate easement document in place.

Dennis stated that he had also been conferring with Steve on the letter he sent to Crown which when January 18th comes, we will have to start taking other action depending on how far along the pumping station is.

Chairman:   No Report
Issues and Correspondence:  It was moved by Barse and seconded by Reuben that the Executive Director be authorized to advertised for bids for liquid magnesium. Roll call:  Barse, Merighi, Errickson, Reuben and Villar voted “yes”.
Dennis stated that it much safer for our workers to work with. Perry asked what it is used for and Dennis stated that we had been using lime that comes in by tractor trailer, pebble quick lime which is a large lime pellet that has to go through grinding, wetting and a mixing process before we use it. For the biology to work well you want to keep the pH kind of neutral at around 7 or 7.2. The biological process on its own wants to go acidic so we have to add this to keep it neutral. The lime is very aggressive and equipment in that building, called slakers, are pretty worn out and eaten by the lime. Lime eats and destroys steel. The liquid comes in a tanker, goes into a plastic storage tank, through plastic pipes and pumps. The equipment needed to be replaced anyway so we changed the equipment, it mixes better and its safer for the employees to work with as well.
Committee Reports:

Engineering/Plant:
Dennis reported that 3A and 3B will be opened and we’re moving ahead on the lining of the pipeline and Contract No. 6 is going to DEP for permit. After that we’ll evaluate where our funds stand and see if we can move back into pumping stations. We skipped Pennsylvania Avenue and it’s one of the new cans. We’re trying to get out of the can stations. When you open it up to work on the pump its like climbing down into a submarine. It’s hard on manpower, it’s confined space, you need two men, a gas detector and we’re eliminating a couple of them through this contract process on 3A and 3B. We skipped them until we see the pricing on some of the other jobs.
Budget/Finance:   
Tom Merighi reported that we have a rare first week financial report. Accounts receivables decreased approximately $544,527. The Authority continues to be affected by the economy and is keeping a close watch on its budget.

Dennis stated that this month is always different because we’re doing a lot of close outs. You get a better report as we get into February and also, we get that big pension bill which always throws the P & L out of whack for a couple of months until it catches up.
Human Resources  
Dennis reported that we have a vacancy that’s posted right now. We’re interviewing both staff and outside for that.
Public Relations:   
Dennis stated that he is presenting at the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary later this month doing a power point about our plant and facilities.
Insurance Committee:   No Report
Allocations/Administration:  
Dennis stated that we have some projects in and we’re working on a small pump project and we’re working out some issues. It’s a small commercial building.
Old Business: 
Dennis stated that just in case you get approached like what’s going on with the SPCA, the ball is in County Court and has been there for a month or more. Anthony and I have worked on it as well as Bernie laying out a conceptional plan but my punt back to the County was we need an inter-agency agreement and we need to know how you want to set it up by contract, who is going to bid it, so they’ve had it and they are supposed to get us an agreement. So, if you get approached, it’s with the County and we’re waiting for them to come back to us.
New Business:  None
Adjournment: 

At 6:15 p.m. there being no further business to come before the Board, it was moved by Errickson and seconded by Barse that the meeting be adjourned. Roll call: Barse, Merighi, Errickson, Reuben and Villar voted “yes”.
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G. STEVEN ERRICKSON, Secretary
